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connected with precision*   Few men have made greater
claims for the ordered processes of reason, and yet
allowed themselves to fall into so many logical traps.
While Spencer was a thinker of first-rate importance,
and did a tremendous amount to popularize evolutioB&fy
theory, he was> judged simply as a political philosopher,
inferior to Mill in judgement, consistency, and grasp of
principle.    His chief contributions to social theory were
his Social Statics (1850), Principles of Sociology (1876),
and Man versus the State (1884).    His doctrines show
certain modifications with the lapse of years, especially
on matters of practical detail such as land-nationaliza-
tion ;   but, on the whole, his main tenets were never
abandoned, and his individualism was as pronounced
in Ms old age as in his youth.    Radicalism gave way
to the invasion of collectivism, but Spencer never joined
in that surrender.    The ingredients of his creed are
numerous and diverse.    He himself was accustomed to
talk of the ' bias ' with which men faced the social
problems of the time, but made claims for Ms own im-
partiality.    Nevertheless,   certain   biases   are   plainly
marked in his work.    In the first place he derived
from Dissent, and the left wing of the English Dissenters
have always had a corner in their hearts for the doctrine
of Natural Rights ;   secondly, he had given his early
youth to Radical propaganda, and had been under the
influence of Thomas Hodgskin, a doctrinaire democrat,
who  preferred  Natural Law  to  Benthamite  Utility.
Again Spencer was brought up in the heyday of philo-
sophic   Radicalism,   and   was   perfectly   prepared   to
acknowledge Happiness, understood as free functioning
of the individual organism, to be the end of life.   Cer-
tainly his economic outlook was pure Benthamism, and
he believed to his last days in the futility of interfering
with industrial forces.    On the other hand, he

